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Design Contest featuring Mountain Meadow Wool’s Sheridan Yarn. 
 
A great suggestion offered at the Mountain Meadow trunk show last month was for a design contest.  
This will be in conjunction with Mountain Meadow Wool and they are providing the prizes. 
 
The contest will run from now till Dec 31. Create your own design using Sheridan yarn and submit the 
pattern and a prototype by the end of the year. We will display all the entries at the store for the entire 
month of January and everyone can vote on their favorite design. We will have awards for viewers 
choice and a Mountain Meadow design choice.  Winners will receive a special gift from Mountain 
Meadow Wool (to be announced later) and have their designs featured on our web pages and on 
Ravelry.  You may submit multiple designs in any yarn craft form (knit, crochet, weaving, etc.).  To 
support this design challenge, The Fiber House will offer 10% off all purchases of Sheridan yarn.  We 
will also host design planning classes on Tuesday evenings from 5 to 7pm for the months of Oct and 
Nov.  Come check out Sheridan yarn at either The Fiber House (www.thefiberhouse.com) or 
Mountain Meadow Wool (www.mountainmeadowwool.com) and get your creative juices flowing! 
 
You do not have to live in Sheridan, Buffalo or even Wyoming to participate in this challenge.  To enter 
simply mail your completed design to either Mountain Meadow Wool or The Fiber House with your 
information.  If you would like to have your design returned to you after the challenge is 
completed please include that information in your package. 
 
Looking forward to seeing all your beautiful designs. 
 
 

November Monthly Special- 
Independent Yarn Producers – 10% off 

 
We stock yarns from a handful of independent producer/ dyers including Mountain Meadow Wool, 
Mountain Colors, Polka Dot Sheep, Leading Men Fiber Arts, Wonderland Yarns/ Frabjous Fibers, 
and Dream in Color. Most of these yarns are hand-dyed and what we have in stock are limited in 
quantity.  We are also including all of the kits we have in stock from Mountain Colors.  
 

 
NEW! NEW! NEW! 

 
We have the latest from Wonderland Yarns pack of the month – the theme for this pack is “Mulled 
Cider”.  This is over 500 yards of fingering weight yarn in five colors. 
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Other new stuff includes Universal Yarns Uptown Worsted and Uptown Chunky (both 100% non-
piling acrylic); Gedifra’s Creativo, an unusual thick and thin yarn that works up quickly into a one skein 
cowl, and Lana Mia Genio, a fingering weight yarn interspersed with a eyelash-type glitter yarn, great 
for a holiday accessory. 
 
 

November Classes 
 
Every Tuesday 5-7pm – Project design basics 
Fri, Nov 8, 1-4pm – 2-at-a-time socks 
Sat, Nov 9 and Fri Nov 22, 1-4pm – One skein cowl 
Fri, Nov 15 and Sat Nov 23, 1-4pm - Christmas stockings 
Sat, Nov. 16 and Sat Nov 30, 1-4pm  – Hat and Mittens set 
Fri, Nov. 29, 1-4pm – Produce Bag knit-along. 
 
Coming in January – Raglan Sweater knit-a-long.  Learn to knit a raglan sweater in the round.  We will 
also be learning how to take an existing raglan sweater pattern that is knit in pieces and convert it to 
knit in the round. 
 

 
Weaving and Spinning News 

 
Weaving and Spinning Group will now be meeting the 4th Sunday of each month. 
November 24th will be at the Johnson County Library in Buffalo.  We’ll be having a pot luck lunch and 
having our hand towel exchange. 
No meeting in December. 
 
 

In Consideration of . . . (also known as – Donna’s Soapbox): 
 

The Design Process 
 

Want to design something for our Contest with Mountain Meadow Wool but don’t know how to 
begin?  Well, we’re here to help and every Tuesday night we will be offering assistance with your design 
project.  Understanding the design process can help take the fear out of designing something from 
scratch. 
 
Decisions, decision, decisions!  In order to design something you have to decide the following: 1) what 
to make; 2) what form you want it to be; 3) what yarn to use; 4) what color; 4) what pattern. 
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1) Obviously the first thing you have to decide is what it is you want to make.  You can start with 
something small like a scarf or a hat just to get your feet wet with designing. 

2) The next step is to decide on a form – yes even scarves and hats have forms.  A scarf can be a 
long narrow rectangle, a small triangle, an infinity scarf (i.e. a cowl), etc.  A hat can be a beanie, 
a slouchy hat, a tam, an ear flap hat, etc. 

3) Then you have to decide what yarn you want to use.  For our contest we are requiring that the 
designs feature Mountain Meadow’s Sheridan yarn, a bulky merino wool. – Decision made! 

4) Color – One or more than one? Natural undyed or dyed? Neutrals, brights , or jewel tones?  
For a first design project it’s best to keep it to one or two colors in a color you like. 

5) Pattern – Colorwork (fair isle, slipped stitch, stripes, color blocks, etc.), cables, lace, or texture? 
This is the fun part of designing because there are a gazillion pattern books and pattern ideas 
out there.  Flip through any of the books at the store and find a pattern that appeals to you.  
Generally, these books will have done most of the work for you with written instructions on 
how to do the pattern.  Then all you have to do is fit it into your project. 

 
So now comes the challenging part of designing – putting it all together.  And of course it all begins 
with – and there really is no way around this – a gauge swatch!  You have to determine how big your 
pattern will be in the yarn you are using and also what is the best needle or hook size to use.  It is useful 
to work your swatch with several different needle or hook sizes to see how the resulting fabric feels.  
Sometimes the suggested needle size for that yarn just doesn’t quite work for a particular project. 
 
Once you have determined the needle or hook size and the resulting size of your pattern, then comes 
the math.  How big does your finished piece need to be?  How many stitches per inch does your gauge 
swatch indicate? How many stitches do you need for each repeat of your pattern? But be prepared, 
even if you think you have all the numbers figured out, you will probably be ripping out and starting 
over several times before you get a finished product you like.   
 
Want to give designing a try?  Designing a simple scarf or hat project really isn’t that difficult and is a 
great way to dip your toes in the design process.  Got questions?  You know where to find us for 
answers! 


