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Welcome to a new decade!  It’s hard to believe that this May Chris and I will have owned The Fiber 
House for a whole decade.  We have had so much fun with all of you and we appreciate all your past 
and (hopefully) future support.  Looking forward to another 10 years of fibery fun!  We’re starting off 
this year with a couple of long term projects – one will be going for the entire year! See below and the 
class descriptions for more info. 
 
Our Design Contest featuring Mountain Meadow Wool’s Sheridan Yarn is finished and the designs 
are now on display at the store.  Come in and check out all the cool designs and vote on your favorite.  
The Viewer’s Choice design will receive a special gift from Mountain Meadow Wool.   
 
 

January Monthly Special- 
Berroco Yarns – 10% off  

 
Berroco Yarns are some of our absolute favorites and best selling yarns.  We have several yarns that 
come in multiple weights including worsted, dk, and chunky weight Comfort in a ton of colors; 
worsted and chunky weight Vintage, also in a bunch of colors, Millefiori (worsted), Millefiori Light 
(fingering) and Millefiori Big (bulky) and Remix and Remix Light.  Other yarns in stock include 
Summer Silk, Corsica, Briza, Mantra, Nebula, Pixel, Quechua, Ultra Alpaca, and much more. 
 
Berroco also distributes yarns from Amano (yarns from Peru), Lang (luxury yarns), and Lopi. 
(Icelandic yarns)   We have Amano’s Mayu Lace, Lang’s Carina, Payu, and Setayak (a gorgeous silk 
and yak blend), and Lopi’s Lettilopi in stock. 
 

 
NEW! NEW! NEW! 

 
Need just a little bit of yarn for a Fair Isle project or a repair?  We now have Teeny Weenie Wool from 
KFI.  These little 13-yard sport-weight skeins come in a wide range of 35 colors.  Mix and match and 
then find a base color of Brown Sheep’s Nature Spun Sport to create the perfect Fair Isle project. 
 
We also have six colors of the new Painted Sock.  This sock yarn is a two-pack of 50 grams skeins and is 
all set for you to work two-at-a-time matching socks. 
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January Classes 
 
We are starting two long-term projects: Seamless raglan sweaters will be the first Sat and the next Fri 
of each month and Needle Felted Ornament-a-month will be the third Saturday each month.  We’ll 
also be continuing 2-st-a-time socks and our occasional series of Mini how-to classes. 
 
Sat, Jan 4 and Sat, Jan 10 - 1-4pm – Seamless Raglan Sweaters 
Sat, Jan 11 and Fri, Jan 17 – 1-4pm – 2-at-a-time socks  
Sat, Jan 18 – 1-4pm – Needle-felted Ornament (1st of 12) 
Fri, jan 24 – 1-4pm – Aran crochet pillow 
Sat, Jan 25 and Fri, Jan 31 - 1-4pm  - Mini How-to Latvian Braid 
 
Coming up:  May – Black Hills Fiber Frenzy – Rapid City, SD 
        June – Montana Association of Weavers and Spinners Conference – Helena MT 
Coming soon – Yarn tasting (dates to be determined) 
 

 
Weaving and Spinning News 

 
Weaving and Spinning Group will now be meeting the 4th Sunday of each month. 
Out next meeting will be at the UU Fellowship Building in Sheridan on January 26, 2020.  We will be 
discussing details for the 2021 Small Expressions Exhibit we will be hosting in conjunction with the 
Brinton Museum. 
 
 

In Consideration of . . . (also known as – Donna’s Soapbox): 
 

Patterns  - It’s a “Free For All” 
 

We love Ravelry (www.ravelry.com).  This website it an absolute must go-to when you are looking for 
patterns for knitting and crocheting.  With over 400,000 patterns available for anything and everything 
you can think of, you can spend hours browsing.  While I know there are fans of Pinterest and other 
media pages, Ravelry is the first place I go to because it generally has the patterns – not just the picture!  
And of course there are a ton of other websites and blogs that offer free patterns. 
 
But that brings us to the BIG caveat – downloaders beware!  Not all designers follow the same pattern 
writing standards!  I know, this is a great shock (not) to many of you.  While there is a common 
standards that most magazines, books, and professional designers use (see the Craft Yarn Council of 
America’s standards and guidelines  - http://www.yarnstandards.com/), not every designer follows 
these guidelines.  The reasons may vary but I think many times it’s because these are new designers 
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who don’t know about the standards or older crafters who have been doing it their own way for so long 
they don’t want to change. 
 
The biggest problem with all the free patterns (or pay patterns for that matter) is that many times it’s 
the simple things that don’t get explained.  While you may complain if a pattern is too detailed and has 
long-winded explanations, it can be even more frustrating when simple things are overlooked – like 
explaining a special abbreviation or even having a list of the abbreviations used.  Sometime, a simple 
note at the beginning of the pattern can alert crafters of a special consideration. 
 
One of my biggest pet peeve is with crochet patterns because there seem to be so many different ways 
people do crochet stitches or even explain how to work crochet stitches.  Do you count the beginning 
chain as a separate stitch or not?  Do you state in your pattern if you count it as a stitch or not?   
 
If you download free patterns from the Internet – no matter where they came from - make sure you read 
through the pattern a couple of times before you start so you understand what the designer wants.  And 
don’t hesitate to reach out to a designer if you think there is an error or even to ask for additional 
explanations.  Checking out comments about the pattern on Ravelry or the designer’s blog can also 
help you with problems other people may have.   
 
Free patterns are a great resource – but can also be a great pain in the ----.  Just have patience, ask for 
help wherever you can get it (your Local Yarn Store for example – lol) and if all else fails – find a 
different pattern! 


